THE 

COMMEkClAM 
SfACE  kEkOkT 

PO.  Box  60547  Sunnyvale,  C A 


94088 


January  5,  1990 


Dear  Subscriber, 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  Commercial  Space  Report^iW  be  ceasing  publica¬ 
tion  with  this  special  issue. 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  this  difficult  decision,  both  personal  and  pro¬ 
fessional.  The  loyalty  and  support  the  newsletter’s  readers  have  shown  over  the  last 
12  years  entitles  them-you-to  a  full  explanation. 

My  financial  commitments-my  home  and  family-require  that  I  work  full-time  as 
a  contract  designer  (the  C.S.R.  does  not  and  cannot  generate  enough  income  by  itself 
to  support  me).  My  professional  commitment-towards  making  space  civilization  a  re- 
ality-requires  that  I  put  forth  my  best  efforts  to  make  low-cost  private  space  transporta¬ 
tion  a  reality.  While  Pacific  American  was  in  business,  and  paying  me,  I  could  to  some 
)  extent  “combine”  these  two  activities,  leaving  at  least  some  time  to  work  on  projects 

like  the  C.S.R. .  Now,  however.  Pacific  American  is  inactive  and  I  am  currently  working 
for  Stanford  University  on  a  science  satellite  program  (Gravity  Probe  B).  Although  this 
work  is  rewarding,  I  am  still  committed  to  the  creation  of  vehicles  that  will  bring  space 
to  the  rest  of  us.  Therefore  my  efforts  in  this  area  (I  am  still  working  on  the  design  of 
the  Phoenix  single-stage-to-orbit  vehicle)  now  occupy  the  majority  of  my  spare  time 
and  at  present  generate  no  income.  In  addition,  I  had  to  try  and  get  the  newsletter  out 
as  best  as  I  could.  Now  I  have  just  been  diagnosed  as  the  proud  owner  of  a  brand- 
new  baby  ulcer,  and  something  had  to  give. 

Another  factor;  because  of  my  limited  time  and  funds,  the  quality  and  reliability 
of  the  newsletter  has,  for  the  past  year,  not  been  up  to  my  standards,  and  probably  not 
up  to  yours  as  well.  The  subscription  base  has  never  been  large,  and  has  not  grown 
much  in  recent  years.  Recently,  my  budget  calculations  told  me  that  the  price  would 
have  to  be  raised  from  $1 5.00  to  $21 .00  a  year  to  keep  the  newsletter  going.  Since 
announcing  this  price  raise,  I  have  been  giving  it  a  lot  of  thought,  and-to  be  blunt-lt  is 
my  opinion  that  my  subscribers  would  not  be  getting  their  money’s  worth  (hell, 
Smithsonian’s  huge  color  magazine  Air  and  Space  only  costs  $1 8.00/year!) 

Add  to  this  another  factor:  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  space-related 
publications.  When  the  Commercial  Space  Report  started  in  September,  1977  as  the 
Foundation  Institute  Report,  the  idea  of  private  enterprise  in  space  was  almost  un- 
)  known.  For  a  long  time,  the  C.S.R.  was  the  only  voice  calling  for  a  reduction  of  the 


1 


government  role  in  space  and  an  increase  in  private  efforts.  I  am  glad  to  say  this  is  no 
longer  true.  New  publications  dedicated  to  space  business  have  come  out  and  are 
still  coming  out.  In  addition,  older  publications  have  begun  treating  private  space  as  a 
real  and  worthwhile  goal.  The  amount  of  information  available  on  private  space  and 
low-cost  space  transportation  is  now  far  larger  than  it  was  only  a  few  years  ago.  I  feel  i 

that,  to  a  large  extent,  the  C.S.R.  has  become  redundant,  and  I  can  take  the  newsletter 
out  of  the  game  now  knowing  that  the  ball  is  in  many  good  hands  (I  am  enclosing  a  list 
of  some  recommended  publications  with  this  letter). 

I  am  not  leaving  the  game  entirely.  I  hope  to  do  some  writing  for  other  publica¬ 
tions  on  occasion.  Back  issues  of  the  C.S.R.  will  still  be  available  for  $1 .50  each,  and  I 
will  still  try  and  help  people  who  call  me  up  for  information  at  (415)  965-8666. 

I  will  begin  the  process  of  mailing  refunds  (the  amount  paid  prorated  for  remain¬ 
ing  issues  owed)  over  the  next  several  weeks.  The  process  will  be  slow  as  my  mailing 
list  software  is  not  designed  to  manipulate  my  database  in  this  way  and  I  will  be  either 
writing  new  software  or  doing  it  by  hand.  Those  who  sent  renewal  checks  recently  will 
get  them  returned.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  handle  refunds  differently-perhaps  some 
may  want  the  amount  converted  to  back  issues  of  their  choice-should  contact  me  as 
soon  as  possible. 


Thank  you  all  for  your  support  over  the  years.  Since  we  started  the  C.S.R.,  com¬ 
mercial  space  has  come  out  of  the  science  fiction  books  and  become  a  reality.  I  am 
proud  that  among  the  subscribers  to  the  C.S.R.  are  many  who  helped  to  make  this 
happen.  I  like  to  think  I  had  a  small  part  in  encouraging  and  informing  them. 


Sincerely, 


Tom  Brosz 


( 
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RECOMMENDED  PUBLICATIONS 


These  are  all  periodicals  that  I  have  found  highly  informative  on  the  subject  of  space,  private  and  oth¬ 
erwise.  The  list  is  long,  but  it  is  by  no  means  complete-these  are  just  those  publications  that  I  have  found  the 
most  useful.  Check  your  library-many  of  these  should  be  on  the  shelves. 

PUBLICATION  ADDRESS  SUBSCRIPTION  PRICES 

AIR  &  SPACE  Smithsonian  Institution  $18.00/yr.  U.S., 

900  Jefferson  Dr.  $24.00/yr.  elsewhere 

Washington,  DC  20560 

Bimonthly,  full-color  magazine,  approx.  100  pages.  A/r  and  Space  contains  a  wide  variety  of  articles  on  both  aviation 
and  space-everything  from  autogiros  to  starships.  A  very  good  value. 

AVIATION  WEEK  AND  1221  Avenue  of  the  Americas  Qualified  faerospace  professional^: 

SPACE  TECHNOLOGY  New  York,  NY  1 0020  $68.00/yr.,  $1 17.00/2  yrs., 

(212)512-2000  $170.00/3  yrs.  Other:  $85.00/yr. 

Weekly,  full-color  magazine,  approx.  100  pages.  A  v  Week  contains  many  photos,  and  is  often  the  first  place  that  new 
space  pictures  appear.  The  publisher's  targets  are  military/aerospace  companies  (note  the  variation  in  prices  between 
professionals,  others),  and  contents  are  mostly  on  this  subject.  However,  the  magazine  contains  thorough  coverage 
of  all  facets  of  space  activity.  Not  cheap,  but  price  is  a  real  bargain  for  what  you  get,  and  A  v  Week  is  highly  recommend¬ 
ed  for  anyone  with  a  general  space  interest.  Unlike  many  space  publications,  A  v  Week  is  found  in  almost  all  libraries. 

AD  ASTRA  National  Space  Society  Yearly  Membership  Dues 

922  Pennsylvania  Ave.  SE  Regular;  $30.00 

Washington,  DC  20003  Youth/Sr.  Citizen;  $18.00 

(202)  543-1900 

Monthly,  full-cotor  magazine,  approx.  50  pages,  included  with  annual  membership  dues  in  the  National  Space  Society. 
The  National  Space  Society  (a  product  of  a  merger  of  the  L-5  Society  and  the  National  Space  Institute)  is  a  central 
touchpoint  for  many  groups  and  individuals  interested  in  space.  The  organization  strongly  promotes  government 
spending  in  space,  but  private  space  enthusiasts  are  becoming  more  predominant.  Ad  Astra  is  well-done,  and  in  my 
opinion  is  an  improvement  over  the  publications  of  the  two  earlier  organizations  (L-5  News  and  Space  World). 

FOUNDATION  NEWS/  World  Space  Foundation  Annual  membership: 

FOUNDATION  ASTRO-  P.O.  BoxY  $20.00 

NAUTICS  NOTEBOOK  South  Pasadena,  CA  91030 

Quarterly  black  &  white  newsletters,  6  pages  or  rrrore.  The  World  Space  FourxJation  is  a  non-profit  organization  sup¬ 
porting  a  variety  of  space  efforts,  including  the  Solar  Sail  Project  and  the  Asteroid  Project.  The  Solar  Sail  Project  is  de¬ 
signing  and  building  a  prototype  unmanned  solar  sail  spacecraft  to  be  tested  in  space.  The  Asteroid  Project  is  sup¬ 
porting  research  teams  which  are  discovering  arxl  tracking  new  asteroids,  ir>cluding  those  which  cross  the  orbit  of 
Earth.  The  News  is  a  good  publication,  and  the  A/ofebookhas  proven  to  be  an  excellent  reference  for  me  on  a  number 
of  different  subjects.  But  aside  from  the  publicatbns,  WSF  deserves  support,  especially  for  the  Asteroid  Project.  The 
people  this  project  supports  are  tracking  spacegoing  mountains.  Someday  they  may  find  one  on  a  collision  course 
with  the  Earth,  early  enough  so  that  something  could  be  done  about  it.  If  so,  this  could  possibly  erxJ  up  being  the 
most  important  research  project  in  the  history  of  humanity. 

PLANETARY  REPORT  The  Planetary  Society 

65  North  Catalina  Ave. 

Pasadena,  CA  91106 
(818)  793-5100 

Full-color  magazine,  published  six  times  a  year,  approx.  30  pages.  While  I  don’t  think  much  of  Society  President  Carl 
Sagan’s  politics  (he  almost  went  schizoid  this  year  trying  to  reconcile  his  beloved  Galileo  Jupiter  Probe  with  the  “evil” 
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Annual  Membership: 

$20.00  U.S.,  $25.00  Canada, 
$30.00  outside  U.S.  or  Canada 


plutonium  generators  that  powered  it),  the  Planetary  Society  supports  many  worthwhile  projects  and  the  Planetary 
Report  is  an  excellent  source  of  information  on  planetary  science  and  astrorromy. 

SPACE  BUSINESS  NEWS  1401  Wilson  Blvd.,  Suite  900  $487.00/yr.  (U.S.,  Can.,  ( 

Arlington,  VA  22209  Mex.),  $325.00/yr.  airmail 

(703)528-1244  foreign 

Biweekly,  8-page  newsletter.  Good  up-to-date  information  on  private  enterprise  in  space  and  its  relations  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  Priced  out  of  range  of  most,  but  recommended  for  those  who  can  afford  it,  particularly  space  companies. 

SPACE  CALENDAR  20431  Stevens  Creek  Blvd.  Individual;  $59.00/yr.,  $99.00/2  yrs., 

Cupertino,  CA  95014-2243  $139.00/3  yrs.  Institution:  $99.00/yr., 

(408)  996-921 0  $1 79.00/2  yrs.,  $259.00/3  yrs. 


Weekly  black  &  white  glossy  newsletter.  Special  introductory  subscription  offer  to  members  of  space  development  or¬ 
ganizations  (L-5,  AAS,  AIAA,  ASAP,  NSI,  SSI,  Planetary  Society,  etc.):  $49.00/first  year,  $89.00/2  yrs.,  $129.00/3  yrs. 
Space  Calendar  contains  short  news  items  and  detailed  data  on  what  has  been  happening  in  space  this  week  and 
what  will  be  happening  in  the  near  future.  An  excellent  source  of  information  on  conferences  and  the  like,  and  good 
for  keeping  track  of  the  industry. 


SPACE  NEWS  Times  Journal  Co.  $75.00/yr. 

Springfield,  VA  22159-0500 
(703)  658-8400 


Weekly,  full-color  newspaper,  approx.  50  pages.  This  is  a  brand-new  periodical,  beginning  publication  January  15, 
1990.  Similar  in  format  to  Defense  News,  it  is  put  out  by  the  same  publisher.  I  have  seen  only  sample  issues,  but  have 
been  impressed.  Covers  a  wide  variety  of  space  subjects,  and  pays  nvDre  attention  to  commercial  efforts  than  some 
other  publications.  Like  Aviation  Week,  not  cheap  but  a  good  value  for  the  money. 


SPACEFLIGHT 


British  Interplanetary 
Society 

27/29  South  Lambeth  Rd. 
London,  SW8  1SZ,  England 


Yearly  dues: 

Member(under  18):  $26.00 
Member(18-20):  $30.00 
Member  (21  +):  $36.00 
Fellow:  $40.00 


(NOTE:  Members  of  the  BIS  receive  their  choice  of  either  Spaceflight  or  the  Journal  of  the  British  Interplanetary 
Society  [JBIS\  free  with  their  membership  fee.  The  second  fxjblication  can  be  received  as  well  for  an  extra  $34.00.) 
Spaceflight  is  a  monthly  magazine,  black  &  white  with  some  color.  It  is  directed  towards  anyone  with  a  general  Interest 
in  space,  and  contains  detailed  information  on  all  asp)ects  of  spaceflight,  including  much  on  Soviet  space  programs. 
JBIS,  on  the  other  hand,  is  oriented  towards  a  nwre  professional  scientific  audience  but  the  articles  are  not  too  esoter¬ 
ic  for  laymen.  JB/S  addresses  a  specific  space-related  subject  each  month.  Of  particular  interest  is  the  "Red  Cover" 
issue,  appearing  every  few  months,  which  contains  realistic  papers  on  interstellar  travel  and  communications. 

The  British  Interplanetary  Society  has  been  in  existence  since  1933.  Membership  is  recommended,  even  if  all  you  get 
are  the  publications  (members  in  England  have  easy  access  to  many  other  BIS  functions  and  benefits).  The  BIS  de¬ 
signed  a  valid  system  for  landing  man  on  the  moon  in  1939,  before  anyone  had  even  heard  of  the  V-2.  Thirty  years 
later,  a  manned  lunar  landing  was  actually  accomplished.  In  this  context,  it  should  be  noted  that  some  years  back  the 
BIS  completed  Project  Daedalus,  a  conceptual  design  for  an  unmanned  interstellar  space  probe. 

SSI  UPDATE  Space  Studies  Institute  Publication  mailed  free  to  anyone  making 

P.O.  Box  82  a  $25.00  donation  to  the  Institute 

Princeton,  NJ  08542 


Newsletter,  black  &  white,  published  six  times  a  year,  6  pages.  The  Space  Studies  Institute  (SSI)  was  founded  by 
Gerard  K.  O’Neill,  who  popularized  the  corrcept  of  the  large  space  colony  some  years  back.  The  Institute  is  conductin&(^ 
a  number  of  research  projects,  including  work  on  prototype  mass  driver  technol^y.  Articles  on  space  colonization, 
space  resources,  and  other  subjects.  Recommended. 
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